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BLUE WATER DISPATCHES

Filmmaker:
Journeysi through
the Northwest
Passage on

Nordhavn 57

Arctic Adventure

mmy-award winning filmmaker Sprague
Theobald recently completed an
8,500-mile, five-month journey through
the Northwest Passage in order to film
his next documentary. The trip was
Theobald’s second Arctic venture in two years, and
this time he returned with 250 hours of stunning
high-definition video footage including underwater
shots, surreal landscapes, active glaciers, wildlife and
historical landmarks such as grave sites from the
doomed Franklin Expedition of 1845. Theobald and
his crew chose an east-to-west route from Newport,
R.L, to Halifax, Nova Scotia, and Upernuvik, Green-
land, where they entered Lancaster Sound, navi-
gated down Peel Sound to King William Island, and
proceeded out through the Bering Sea through the
Aleutians, arriving in Seattle at the end of October.
Theobald says that the aim of the trip was to “not
only travel to and through The Passage and docu-
ment it, but to meet the denizens of the grea, find
out about their lives above the Arctic Circle, and
learn how recent climatic changes have affected
them.” The retreating ice in the Northwest Passage
is opening the strait to international shipping and
offering unprecedented access to natural resources
in the region. Theobald wanted to uncover inhabit
ants’ feelings about what may become of their cur
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