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FAR NORTH.
Bagan at rest
in Blaney Bay
(above); a whale
plays in Disko
Bay (right).

Journey Home

Sprague Theobald earned cruising fame when he and his crew made it through
the Northwest Passage, yet he's surprised by what he really learned in the process.

BY SPRAGUE THEOBALD

ccently, Dan Streech of Nordhavn introduced
me as a featured speaker at the company's
southwest rendezvous in Dana Point, California.
As 1 took the stage and faced the 200 guests,
I found I had nothing insightful to say, despite
the fact that I spent the previous five months
getting to and through the Northwest Passage
on my Nordhavn 57, Bagan.

Yes, my crew and | completed the Passage
and, when we finished our journey, we had
traveled approximately 8,500 miles. And yes,
the trip took a lot of time, during which we saw
and heard things that very few people have ever
had the rare privilege of encountering. Yet
standing before this cager audience; I realized
that while I understood the past five months
intellectually, on an emotional level, the scope
of what the crew aboard Bagan accomplished
simply had not caught up with me. I allowed as
much and told the crowd | wasn't too sure of
exactly what to say, although I did my best to
fill them in on what our experience aboard
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Bagan was like and to answer their questions
as succinctly as possible. 1 even seem to
remember getting a laugh or two.

Now, as | write this article, which is mgant to
be a wrap-up of my experiences through the
Passage, I find I'm in the same situation as | was
in Dana Point. When | look at the charts,
pictures and videos of the trip, I realize that
while we were indeed there, it may take months
or even years for me to understand the size and







