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A retired airline
pilotanda
Nikeexecutive
realize their
dream 25 years
inthemaking

BY SARAH WOMACK
PHOTOGRAPHS BY JEFF KROEZE
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The sun deck,

or “Jeanne deck,”
offers the best vantage
point for sipping
martinis and taking in
the busy harbor.

A wall of honey onyx
defines the galley, fea-
turing Miele appliances,
including a drawer
microwave for safety
on the rocky seas.

He’s overly
cautious. Together, Jeanne and Doug
Jackson of @ollins Island in Newport
Beach bring equilibrium to an 80-foot
vessel, christened the Tortuga, that’s styl-
ish enough to feel like home and practical
enough to cross the ocean.

On the safety and functional side of
the design equation is Doug. “Things
go wrong and you want to be prepared,”
says the retired airline pilot, who cus-
tomized a “dive locker” off the swim
step for scuba fanatics.

He considered the worst-case scenar-
ios. In a clutch, the Tortuga can reach a
cruising rate of 8 to 8.5 knots with only
one of the twin 475-horsepower engines,
but the fully customized Nordhavn 76
typically runs on both. As for the two bar-
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becue grills, he only needs one at a time,
but, if the propane runs out, the other
one is electric.

That left Jeanne, president of Nike’s
direct-to-consumer division and mem-
ber of the McDonald'’s Corp.’s board of
directors, to handle the aesthetics.

To suit her tastes, she applied an Art
Deco influence using ebony, onyx, and
marble throughout the three-level inte-
rior, including three staterooms, five
heads, galley, salon, and casual eating area.
Sue Capelli of Passione Interior Design in
Irvine added the finishing pizazz.

Where Jeanne envisioned brown gran-
ite for the galley countertops, “Sue found
the leathered granite that was just that
much prettier.” Capelli also added a play-
ful punch of sporty stripes on the upper

sundeck’s beige terry cloth cushions.

Two years ago during a trip to Capri,
the Jacksons rented a boat with an over-
sized lounging pad on the sun deck that
inspired the Tortuga’s comfy perch, now
dubbed the “Jeanne deck” because that’s
where she sips martinis while enjoying
the view.

For their entire 25-year marriage, the
Jacksons have been collecting ideas for
their dream boat. In 2007, they began
working with Nordhavn Yachts in Dana
Point to custom design the Tortuga, which
was builtin Taiwan and arrived in Orange
County in December 2009.

While Jeanne spends her weekdays at
Nike headquarters near Portland, Ore.,
Doug takes the “big, slow, steady green
boat,” as he calls the Tortuga, on test
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voyages. Jeanne joins him on weekends
at their home in Newport Beach or at
Doug’s current locale, wherever that
might be.

With a journey to Cabo San Lucas
already complete, longer voyages to
Hawaii or the San Juan Islands are on
their radar. The timing couldn’t be bet-
ter. Their daughter, 22-year-old Lind-
say, works for Burberry in London, and
19-year-old son Craig attends Southern
Methodist University in Dallas. With an
empty nest and a sizeable boat they can
operate without a crew, the Jacksons
are ready to make themselves at home
wherever they go.

SARAH WOMACK is an Orange Coast
contributing writer.
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Ebony trims the walls
and ceilings throughout
the interior as seen in
the salon and formal
dining room.

The master stateroom
includes a king-sized
bed draped in silk with
inviting window seats
on either side.

-Dacked ties

Roll-down bar window

10 serve guests on the swim deck

Miele cappuccino maker

HIS FAVORITE FEATURES

Dual Detroit Diesel Series
60 engin

Five fuel tanks that hold
more than 4,000 gallons

Bose sound system
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