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Nordhavn

56 Motorsailer
SPECIFICATIONS

LOA 57 ft., 5in.
Beam 16 ft., 7 in.
Draft (full load) 6 fi.
Fuel capacity 750 gals.
Water capacity 250 gals.
Engine Lugger L1066T Diesel
PERFORMANCE SPECS

9 knots @ 1750 rpm

7.25 knots @ 1175 rpm

STANDARD EQUIPMENT

LUGGER L1066T 165 hp@2400 rpm, Twin
Disc 3.00 to 1.00 Transmission; (1) 24 volt
175 amp Leese Neville large case alternator,
(1) 24 volt 40 amp small case alternator, SAE
“A” hydraulic pump drive, gear driven on tim-
ing cover, engine instrument panel, Hundested
propeller and propeller shaft, four blade left-
hand CPP 36-inch-diameter, stainless shaft,
(4) Vibracon chocks, input flange. Vinylester
resin used in firs laminations, all exterior gel-
coat, cabin side (vertical surfaces) and Foam
Klegecell R75, and more.

OPTIONAL FEATURES

15 hp stern thruster, Reverso oil change
pump, Seafire Fire Protection System, 110v
high-pressure freshwater anchor washdown
system, upgraded water heater to 20 gals.,
granite on galley and head countertops and
more.

BUILDER
PAE/NORDHAVN - Dana Point, CA
(949) 496-4848 www.nordhavn.com

SALES

PAE/Nordhavn - Dana Point, CA

949) 496-4848 www.nordhavn.com
Nordhavn Yachts Southwest - Dana Point, CA
949) 496-4933 www.nordhavn.com
Nordhavn Yachts Newport Beach - Newport
Beach, CA (949) 706-5543
www.nordhavn.com
Nordhavn Yachts Northwest - Seattle, WA
(206) 223-3624 www.nordhavn.com
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ready for this voyage to San Diego. So
this was its maiden sail, if not maiden
voyage.

The sloop-rigged mast is 73 feet tall,
rising from a comfortable optional sail-
ing cockpit just forward of the pilothouse.
Sailors will like this spot for its good view
of the sails. The 643-square-foot main-
sail can be hydraulically raised from the
Forespar in-boom furling system, oper-
ated by electric winches at the base of
the mast.

The genoa head sail (563 square feet)
furls hydraulically, and you can handle
the sheets with port and starboard elec-
tric winches located just outside the pilot-
house doors. If you were to lose all power,
the sails can be handled manually with
good-old winch handles. 1 was amazed
at how fast the sail rolled back up. Two
people could easily handle this sailing
rig, and 1 suppose an iron-man single-
hander could do so too.

In the light winds, we played with
the sails and then motored along with
just the mainsail up. Then the afternoon
sea breeze kicked up to 10 knots, so we
set the genoa again and shut down the
motor. Even in this light breeze, on a
broad reach we were doing 4.5 to 5 knots.
We were equipped with a cruising spin-
naker, which we did not try, but because
it was a larger sail it should have pushed
us along at a better speed.

As we closed with Point Loma the
breeze picked up to 13 knots, so we put
the wind on the beam and reached 5.5
to 6 knots. Despite the fact that this is
adisplacement hull witha full keel shield-
ing the prop and skeg-hung rudder, it
“came about” on the opposite tack under
pure sail in light winds, without the need
for motor assist.

LAYOUT

The aft cockpit is on the main deck
level, so you only need to step over the
watertight ship-type bulkhead door.
The aft end of the pilothouse extends
full width, and in our test boat it con-
tains a dinette and seating area. If you
use your boat a lot you may want to
replace the freestanding chairs with a
pilot berth or bench seating.

Dutch doors on both sides of the pilot-
house are also ship-smart; you can open
the top half for natural cross ventilation
vet keep spray out with the bottom
closed. Beefy forward windows have fit-
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tings in case you want to add clear storm
shields, for example, before crossing the
acifie or Atlantic.

The path from the foredeck to the
aft cockpit leads you through the pilot-
house, which is a safety plus. On deck,
the cleats are well spaced near these pilot-
house doors, so you can work dock lines
or hang and retrieve fenders without
twisting your back.

Below deck the two athwartship state-
rooms are separated fore and aft for pri-
vacy, and they both have their own full
heads. The master stateroom is aft of
the galley and engine room, located three
steps lower, so it will probably be more
comfortable in a heavy seaway. The for-
ward stateroom can be reached by a port-
side hallway that runs past the engine
room access and laundry room: all
cloaked in nice hardwood paneling,

The U-shaped galley to starboard is
oriented fore and aft, so you can't fall
out of it in a seaway. I like the opening
hatch overhead and two opening ports
for air and views. The combination refrig-
erator freezer on our test boat is a bit
small for long-range cruising, soT'd make
this all fridge and place a separate freez-
er in the lazarette. The gimbaled stove
with pot-holder rails is wise on a boat
that heels under way. By eliminating the
center sailing cockpit, you could extend
the galley head space.

The main dining salon is aft of the
galley, and the refrigerator is between
the dinette and companionway, SO
guests can help themselves to cold drinks
without being in the cook’s way. If you
cruise at night very often, you'll appre-
ciate having the diners out of the pilot-
house, so their lights don’t threaten your
night vision.

There’s room to carry a 10-foot inflat-
able dinghy and motor atop the pilot-
house roof, using the mainsail boom to
crane it on and off. The swim step would
be a good place to board the dinghy while
cruising.

So is it really worth standing in line
to tour the Nordhavn’s 56-foot motor-
sailer at a boat show? The answer is a
resounding yes. It’s spacious enough for
two couples on vacation and well
thought out, so experienced boaters can
cruise in coastal waters without a crew.
And it can definitely make passage.

Nordhavn has a 68-foot version of this
motorsailer in the works. @






