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Cruising in company proves addictive

Couple who got a taste of it in Nordbavn Rally now are recruiting for their own Med Bound 2007

By Jason Fell . R

STAFF WRITER

Crossing the Atlantic in the compa-
ny of fellow cruisers is how Milt
Baker wants to spend next summer.
That’s why he and his wife, Judy, are
organizing Med Bound 2007, a rally
that will take a fleet of long-range
passagemakers from Florida to Gibral-
tar via Bermuda and the Azores.

“As a member of the organizing
committee for the 2004 Nordhavn At-
lantic Rally ... T had a terrific time
and learned a lot, and the rally whet-
ted my appetite and Judy’s to cross
to the Med in our own Nordhavn,”
says Baker, who is 606, in an e-mail to
Soundings.

The Bakers came up with the idea
for Med Bound 2007 after purchasing

their Nordhavn 47, Bluewater, in
September 2005. (The Bakers are the
founders of Blucwater Books and
Charts in their hometown of Fort
Lauderdale, Fla. — hence the boat’s
name. They sold the business in
2000.) They had always dreamed of
cruising the Med and wanted to repli-
cate the experience of cruising in
company during the NAR. The cruise

Let the Master’s Series™ |
help you get the most out of |
your boatmg experlence |

1 “101 Answers to Your Toughest Boating Questions” is the flrst
product in Soundings’ new Master’s Series. It answers questions |
like: How do you sea-trial a boat you’re considering buying? What's |

- ! the difference between a seacock and an inline ball valve, and which

| is-stronger? What's the proper way to place a mayday call, or fight a

fire on board?

HOW TO BUY A NEW OR USED BOAT

“Whether you’re searching for a powerboat or a sailboat, a large
boat or one sitting on a trailer in somebody’s driveway, this booklet
| is designed to help you make the best possible decision. We’ll guide
i you through the buying process, from working mth a broker to
| flndmg the rlght surveyor, fmancmg and insurance.”

e PSR
n\ward. Winning Publication!

IET OUR PANEL OF EXPERTS BECOM_E YOUR
' PERSONAL CONSULTANTS' i

William
Sisson

Larry =Bl Dister
Loibner

Daris Par!aiore 5

David

'Em‘ 5
Yelman

Douglas
Camnaeii

_ Flannery :

Bill
Bragdon

John P. Jack Charlie
Love - Neades Olsen

-

- -]

§ HOW TO BUY A NEW
OR USED BOAT

M Send me the MASTER'S SERIES™ O PAYMENT ENCLOSED

to the address below: [ CHARGE MY:
Qry x$595 [ ]
D | 45
| NAME 101 ANSWERS
ADDRESS O QY. - %3795
+S&H | $3.95

oY STATE P 2 PEISEL
PHONE EMAIL (For Renewal Purposes Only) o TOTAL |:I
TO ORDER: Mail Order Form to: Soundings 10 Bokum Rd., Essex, CT 06426 | HAVE A SUGGESTION
1 3 3 g FOR A FUTURE ISSUE OF
* Call: 860-767-3200 ext. 266 * Fax: 860-767-2458 ¢ Online: www.soundingsonline.com THE MASTER'S SERIES

MASTER’S SERIES SUGGESTIONS:

will be open to Nordhavn owners as
well as owners of other oceangoing
cruisers.

“We're really interested in the cama-
raderie of having other boats along on
the trip,” Baker says.

The 2004 NAR, organized by Pacif-
ic Asian Enterprises — the Dana
Point, Calif., builder of Nordhavn
trawlers — saw a fleet of 18 passage-
makers (mostly Nordhavns) cross the
Atlantic from Fort Lauderdale, mak-
ing stops in Bermuda and the Azores

Organizers Milt and Judy Baker are
doing the rally in their Nordhavn 47,
Bluewater.

before finishing more than 40 days
later in the Straits of Gibraltar. PAE
had physicians on board a number of
the boats in case of medical emer-
gencies, and mechanics were on lead
and chase vessels to provide techni-
cal support for en-route repairs.

Unlike the NAR, Med Bound 2007 is
not sponsored by PAE, so Nordhavn
professionals won’t be on hand in case
boats require repairs. “Most Nordhavn
captains are pretty handy,” says Baker.
“We learn our yacht systems one break-
down at a time.”

Med Bound 2007 is scheduled to
launch May 15 from Fort Lauderdale.
From there, Bluewater and the other
boats will steam northeast to Bermu-
da, where the cruisers will spend a
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week. The fleet then will make its
way to Horta in the Azores for anoth-
er layover of about a week. Baker
hopes to wrap up the 3,800-mile rally
in Gibraltar in late June. The Bakers
then plan to spend the next three
summers cruising the Mediterranean.

Baker hopes to round up at least
10 boats to participate in Med Bound
2007. “I am hopeful we’ll have up to
a dozen boats participating, but I'd
certainly be pleased with fewer than
that,” he says. “It looks like we’ll
have a number of boats making just
the leg to Bermuda, then splitting off
to New England, so we may have
two distinct groups.”

“If Milt Baker provides the same su-
perior organizational skills and enthu-
siasm to Med Bound that he brought
to the NAR, it should prove to be a
very enjoyable voyage for all who
participate,” says Jim Leishman, PAE
vice president.

For more information call (954) 610-
5193 or visit groups.yahoo.com/group/
MedBound2007.

Get out on the water.

(Not in over your head.)
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