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The Ranger Tug 27 is a compact
cruiser that's economical to operate.




Today’s trawler owners would rather cruise than
work on their boats, so easy access and maintenance
are among the criteria they say are important

By Peter Swanson

i“" 14 77 That’s a mantra most current and would-be
Easy does it.

trawler owners would do well to keep in mind.

We asked a dozen owners what they saw as the elements of an ideal
trawler. These are people with different boats and different cruising lifestyles,
so from that limited perspective readers might be surprised at the consistency
of their responses.

Nearly everyone seemed to be saying “easy does it.” Ease of access, ease of
maintenance and comfort were right up there with seaworthiness. Asked why
they rejected the boats they did not buy, several came back with a variation
on the same theme: too much work to refurbish.

The lesson to anyone wishing to sell a trawler should be clear. Much of your
market does not want to spend the time and effort catching up on your de-
ferred maintenance. For the most part they are couples, retired or about to be,
with an acute sense that the clock is ticking. Conventional wisdom describes
the trawler demographic as nearly identical to the cruising sailboat crowd,
just a little older and a tad more affluent. We used to joke that the difference
between cruisers under sail and those under power was “second marriage,
first major medical procedure.”

While researching this article, it happened that a Marine Trawler Owners
Association group was enjoying a cruise up the St. Johns River near my home
in Florida, so I inveigled an invitation to one of their dockside happy hours.
Seven (of an estimated 1,000 association trawlers) were lined up at the Outback
Crabshack docks on Six Mile Creek. The fall weather was splendid, and every-
one was in a good mood. I arranged interviews with the owners later because
cocktails and a serious exchange of information often do not mix well.

One association owner who chose not to comment for the record seemed less
happy than the rest. He had purchased a fixer-upper and complained more
than once of having been overwhelmed by the work and expense of bringing
his boat up to snuff. In hindsight, the bargain he thought he was getting had
been no such thing. A third of the owners interviewed for this article — some
from the association, some not — say they rejected boats because they were
poorly maintained by the previous owner or were otherwise devalued.

“Most top-brand trawler yachts are reasonably well engineered at the time
they are delivered to their new owners, but the older a boat is, the greater the
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. Brand, dependability, livability/and seaworthiness
are among the characteristics our panel of owners
value in a trawler (Nordic Tug 42 shown).

The

OWNETS
chime 1in

“Quality, dependability and comfort are impor-
tant, and support from the builder, as well as
from the broker where the boat is initially pur-
chased. Wilde Yachts in Essex [Conn.] has been
extraordinary from day one. ... We just loved
the design and look of the Ranger Tug. It packed
a lot into a very small space, yet we can still
overnight on it. It has everything we need while
we learn how to cruise. It's a very safe, sturdy
boat. We could not find anything small that has a
reliable diesel inboard, and that was a huge factor
for me. ... Ultimately, our goal is to purchase and
live aboard a 39 foot Nordic Tug.”

— Vickie Sylvia
Tuglet
Ranger Tug 21

“It is fun to think about having a large boat,
but large boats have less access to shallow waters,
which might eliminate some interesting ports of
call. When I think of steel boats, they seem to have
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some nice features, but then one has some more
maintenance. When I consider faster boats, I real-
ize I don’t enjoy being places nearly as much as I
enjoy the trip time under way.”
— Tom Hollinger
Penelope
Nordic Tug 42

“My wife fell in love with this boat when we

found it and has enjoyed making it our home with

her personal touches. She named it as well, and
we are totally enjoying the full-time cruising life
together. ... She is the captain, does the naviga-
tion and driving. 1 take care of the engineering
duties and maintain all the on-board systems.”
— Bob Kovach
Allez
Marine Trader 50

“Brand is one of the most important elements
because buying what the market considers a good
brand is usually step one on the path to getting a
good trawler yacht — and buying a lesser or no-
name trawler often leads to disappointment. Per-
sonally, I'd go for a trawler from a builder that’s
been around and has been building trawler yachts
at least 10 years.”

— Milt Baker
Bluewater
Nordhavn 47
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“Personal comfort level is the range of differ-
ences between camping in a tent and staying in
a Class A motor home. Ergonomics is also es-
sential. The buyers must face the reality of their
physical constraints as they age. Some boats are
a gymnastic challenge to get on and off at dif-
ferent dock configurations or move around to
handle lines. ... They need to be able to dock
and undock solo, without dockside assistance.
Aesthetics plays a part but should not dictate
folks” choice of a trawler. Pragmatism ultimate-
ly generates a much greater and enduring
owner satisfaction.”

— Joe Pica
Carolyn Ann
Great Harbour N37

“There is one thing
that I'd do differently in
choosing a new boat in
the future. And it’s a bit
odd, but I think it's a
really important thing.
What I'd want is to be
allowed to wash the boat,
Jjust boat soap and water
and sponges. I'd want to,
know how hard it is, how
long it takes and have
the opportunity to get down and next to all of

Jeff Siegel



chances that systems have been added,
modified or compromised,” says Milt
Baker, who cruises six months of the year
aboard his Nordhavn 47, Bluewater.
“Often additions and repairs are done
with no regard for the impact on other
yacht systems. Buyer beware.” (Baker
had a lot more to say, and you can read
his essay on the elements of a good
trawler in this package.)

Many couples, having been sailors
once, have come to the trawler market
with a different dynamic. The wives
were determined not to be fooled again. To be sure, wives play a
part in any boat purchase, but when you listen to the voices at an
owners association or Trawler Fest event you will better appreciate
the high level of female engagement in what once was largely a
male undertaking.

It would be easy to assign the emphasis on comfort in our
group’s responses entirely to the influence of wives, had not sever-
al of their husbands also stressed the importance of easy access to
engines and systems. What is that, if not wishing to be comfortable
while changing filters?

And Tom Hollinger, a retired associate professor from the Uni-
versity of Florida, used the word “livability” to describe the ap-

which they cruise full time.

Helen Kovach is captain and her husband is the engineer aboard

their 50-foot Marine Trader,

peal of his Nordic Tug 42, which he and his wife cruise part time.
“I like the idea of sailing, but as I get older I enjoy less standing
out in the sun and rain day after day. The trawler is economical
enough and reliable enough to let me not feel guilty about the
small amount of fuel I burn,” Hollinger says. “My wife likes to
know she can have a nice shower without standing next to the toi-
let or having to leave a door open so that she can turn around. We
both enjoy being able to have a cold drink and sit and read in com-
fort at the end of the day.”

The children of most cruisers are grown and gone, but in their place
are four-legged executive vice presidents in charge of security, so boat-
builders ignore the canine element at their peril. Dogs love walkaround

the outside finish of the boat. The other thing
we'd want is for the engine manufacturer of the
boat to provide a variety of classes on the en-
gine. And some of the classes should be appro-
priate for women.”

at these new trawlers helped us develop our
thinking about a used boat.”

yacht has the classic style we love so much, but
it’s brand new. I'm leery of pod drives and such,

— Bob Schotman  however. Too many things can go awry when the
Ataraxy water gets thin. If money were no object, we
Ocean Alexander 42  might have to custom-order one without them.”

— Jeff Siegel — Gary Whiting
aCapella “Since we came from Southern Spirit 1
DeFever 53 express cruiser-type Orient Sedan Trawler 34

“In our seven years of cruising we have stayed at
marinas less than 10 tines. That is why a good/great
ground tackle system is so important to us if you
want to sleep at night. From a maintenance stand-
point, simpler is better (and hence the Lehman 120s).
In purchasing a trawler we’d never buy new. ... Get
one that has been cruised and not spent its life as a

boats, it was important
that we got out of the hole
and into a raised saloon.
We needed fast with good
efficiency (8 or 28 knots).
Not being fully retired,
we need shorter travel
times. Also, good quality,

“My wife has overall say about the living areas,
and 1 have overall say about the power and naviga-
tion systems. She’s the chief upstairs, and I'm the
chief below. ... She wanted a pilothouse, while I was
perfectly happy with a helm as part of the saloon.
We got the pilothouse. Neither of us wanted a flying
bridge — been there, done that. No flying bridge.”

piece of ‘yard art’ at someone’s dock.” Dann Cummings  current technology and — Les Rothman
— Jim Potochick value for future resale. Autumn Saga
Peace  We will move up in size and plan to live aboard Nordic Tug 37

Ocean Alexander 40  in the future.”

“We looked at a large number of trawlers, old
and new, before we settled on our Ocean Alexan-
der. Even went through a survey and subse-
quent rejection of an Independence Cherubini.
We rejected most of the used/older boats because
they were neglected beyond a point we were in-
terested in rehabbing — mechanically, struc-
turally and aesthetically. We drooled at many of
the new boats but could not afford them. Looking

— Dann Cummings
Aqua Gem
Island Pilot 395

“If money were no object ... oooh, temptation.
No need for a megayacht for us, but we both agree
a brand-new Grand Banks 41 Heritage EU would
be perfect. It has the flybridge sedan style, with
covered walkaround side decks, huge cockpit and
upper deck, and a spacious, quality interior. This

“We are firm believers in simplicity — less to
buy, less to maintain or f%, cheaper, less to go
wrong, all of which means that you can get traw-
lering faster and cheaper. Just because a boat can
have many batteries doesn’t mean it has to. No
reason that someone cannot trawler in the same
manner as some sail — inexpensively.”

— Rudy Sechez
Briney Bug
34-foot owner-built wooden troller
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The elements of a good trawler

By Milt Baker

Simply put, a good trawler is one that will handle the kind of cruising
its owner intends, and do so safely, reliably and comfortably. The Catch-
22 is that there are no working crystal balls, and many people starting
their search for the perfect trawler have no idea what kind of cruising
they’ll be doing.

Nordhavn 47.owners Miltand,
Judy Bakerplaceianigh priority;
on buying|atop-guality:brand>

So it's a good idea for newbie trawler buyers to spend time seriously
considering what they need in a trawler yacht before the shopping be-
gins. Someone buying a second or third boat has a serious advantage
here, but first-time shoppers who have done their homework stand a far
better chance of buying the right boat.

Of course, there's no one trawler that meets everyone’s needs. For a cou-
ple who use their boat on weekends and summer vacations, having a ves-
sel with a turn of speed is often important because it can extend cruising
range. Speed becomes less important for a retired couple with lots of time.

It's not hard to design a trawler, but designing a good trawler takes
years of training and experience. With that in mind, certainly one of the el-
ements of a good trawler is that it was designed and its scantlings speci-
fied by an established naval architect with long experience designing
trawler yachts. When it comes to a design that will carry me miles off-
shore | don’t want to be on the bleeding edge.

Another vital element is seaworthiness. It doesn’t just happen — it
starts with the design of the yacht and is built in from the keel up. The
first rule of seamanship is to keep the water on the outside, and rule
two is to keep the vital systems running when the going gets tough.
Odds are high that a seaworthy trawler caught in bad weather is one
that will survive the storm. Seaworthiness comes right back to com-
fort, reliability and safety.

Brand is one of the most important elements because buying what
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the market considers a good brand is usually the first step on the path
to getting a good trawler yacht — and buying a lesser or no-name
trawler often leads to disappointment. I'd go for a trawler from a builder
that has been around and has been building trawler yachts for a long
time — at least 10 years.

A great track record in the market is hard to beat, and although a buyer
has to pay more for a top brand, the payback comes over the course of
ownership and at resale time. The record
shows that serious problems occur much
less often with top brands than with lower-
quality brands — and when they do, the
builder is there to lend a hand.

Simply put, we trawler owners buy our
yachts for the enjoyment and adventure
we expect them to bring. With a top-quality
brand, that's a reasonable expectation.

If the admiral isn't happy, no one on
board is happy. Let me take it to a person-
al level and say that my wife is a great
cook and loves cooking, and a trawler
yacht with a tiny galley, no counter space
and playhouse-sized appliances does not
meet her needs.

As a result, our trawler’s galley has
more counter space, a larger fridge and
freezer, and a better stove than we have at
home. | don’t suggest for a minute that
everyone needs such amenities, but my
wife does, and they became a high priority
when it came time to buy a retirement boat
that we'd spend months at a
time living aboard.

New or used? There's no
right answer for everyone,
Buy new or buy used, but
buy a trawler yacht that
makes your heart sing. And
if the admiral is part of your
team, it should make the ad-
miral’s heart sing, too.

Lastly, when it comes to
trawler yachts | like to keep
/ 4 E / it simple. A trawler yacht
| ¥ 5 : whose systems are simple
. and straightforward and
easy to understand and op-

‘
erate is the one |0l me. “le

more complex things get, the easier it is to lose track and make mistakes.
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Milt Baker had a lot more time to cruise after he sold Bluewater Books,
a Fort Lauderdale, Fla., landmark and one of the premier nautical book-
stores in the United States. Since he took delivery of a Nordhavn 47, Blue-
water, in 2005, he and his wife have covered 25,000 nautical miles and
completed numerous offshore passages, including an Atlantic crossing to
the Mediterranean, where they spent two summers cruising between
Barcelona and Montenegro and Croatia.



decks and are famously bad at ladders,
particularly in the going-down direction.
Jeff Siegel is the man behind the Active
Captain online cruising guide and cruises
the East Coast with his wife, Karen, and
their two big Labs. For the Siegels, a
walkaround deck was not enough. Their
ideal trawler had to have inside stairs to
the flybridge.

What about all that seamanship and
seaworthiness stuff? Most of the 12
owners genuflected to the notion of
seaworthiness, but besides Baker, only Rudy Sechez and Joe Pica in
our group put much emphasis on it. Sechez and Pica talked about
the desirability of a hull designed for initial stability. Sechez built
his 34-foot wooden “troller” himself, and Pica puts a lot of miles on
his Great Harbour N37 as a full-time cruiser — more than 16,000 in
three years. Again, much of what they said came back to the notion
of comfort.

“To our way of thinking, a boat with a comfortable motion is impor-
tant, and the boat should have scantlings that will stand up long-term
to the use the boat will be put to,” Sechez says. “This is something that
must be established in the design phase, as it is usually not possible to
alter a boat significantly enough once built, at least not inexpensive-
ly.” (By scantlings, Sechez the shipwright means timbers, but the con-
cept applies to any structural element of a vessel.)

“If the boat is to be used for offshore work, especially long-distance
offshore work, it must be designed with that in mind. If it’s to be used
for coastal cruising, just about any design can work, though a comfort-
able motion may suffer,” he says. “The importance of a boat inherent-
ly having a motion that is as comfortable as possible is that it can
negate the need to install some form of a stabilizer system.”

Pica, who cruises with his wife, Kathy, and their dog, says he would

Joe Pica and his wife, Kathy, have
cruised 16,000 miles on their. Great
Harbour N37 over. the past three years,

Rudy Sechez, who built his 34-foot wooden troller, says it’s important that a boat have a comfortable motion.

not consider a trawler “prone to pendulous rolling without active sta-
bilization, which is not effective when at anchor. We are very pleased
with the stiff self-stabilization of our hard-chine N37 hull.”

Bob Kovach and his wife, Helen, both retired from electrical sales,
are full-time East Coast cruisers aboard their 50-foot Marine Trader,
Allez. With a saloon as homey as an English cottage, full of freestand-
ing furniture, I pressed Kovach on his definition of seaworthy.

“Seaworthy to us was a boat that would let us leave the dock and
handle wind and sea conditions with small-craft warnings,” he says.
“We wanted a boat that would handle some wind and sea conditions
to about 35 knots and seas of 5 to 7 feet. Our high bow, heavy dis-
placement and Portuguese bridge fit the criteria.”

The Kovaches have an unusual arrangement in that Helen, with her
100-ton master’s certificate from the Coast Guard, is captain of the ves-
sel, and her husband serves as engineer. “We have no bow thrusters
or stabilizers, so we watch the weather, sea conditions and wind direc-
tion closely. Helen has become very proficient using spring lines dur-
ing docking maneuvers,” Kovach says.

Most of what we call trawlers are used exclusively in inland wa-
ters and for short coastal passages. You see many chugging up and
down the Intracoastal Waterway. During the annual winter pilgrim-
age to George Town in the Bahamas,
however, fewer than 15 percent of the
hundreds of vessels anchored in the
Stocking Island, roadsted are power-
boats. Go farther down island and their
numbers thin out even more.

Clearly from their history and respons-
es, that same three — Baker, Pica and
Sechez — are the owners in our group
most likely to venture the farthest. Baker’s
ambitions have taken him across the At-
lantic. Each loved their comforts but also
dwelled on the importance of offshore
performance. For the rest, a leisurely
schedule and superb modern weather
forecasting will keep them safe in port —
with all the comforts of home — until the
squalls clear and seas subside. m

Peter Swanson is the former communica-
tions director for Great Harbour trawlers.
He also has done legs in the Nordhavn
Around the World voyage and Nordhavn
Atlantic Rally. While Peter has cruised some
20,000 nautical miles under power, his own
boat is a Morgan Out Island 41 ketch.
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